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Principal’s Piece… 

Dear 4K & EC Families,  

This week we celebrated Read Across America Week. This is an annual reading awareness program 

that focuses on celebrating reading. Many of our schools and 4K sites celebrate this week with an 

annual event on March 2. While it’s fun to take a day to celebrate reading - it is critically important 

that we focus on reading 365 days a year! One of the most important building blocks to learning to 

read is phonemic awareness. There are many ways you can help your child learn these critical 

foundational skills at home!  

Phonemic awareness is having the understanding that words are made of individual sounds 

and being able to manipulate these sounds, which are called phonemes. Phonemes are the 

smallest parts of sound in a spoken word, such as the /s/ it /sit/.  

Children should be able to perceive individual sounds, think about them, and 

manipulate them. Phonemic awareness allows us to do things like…  

● Rhyme (bag-rag-tag)  

● Pick out syllables in spoken words (Su-san)  

● Separate the sounds in a word (/s/-/i/-/t/)  

You can continue to expand your child’s love for reading and books by playing silly rhyming 

games and snuggling together while reading books. Below in FYI are some additional ideas 

that you can do with your child to make the most out of your reading time together.  

Have a great week. Kara Rakowski 

mailto:krakowsk@wausauschools.org
mailto:safisher@wausauschools.org
mailto:jnapiwoc@wausauschools.org
http://www.wausauschools.org/schools_facilities/4_k_programming
http://www.wausauschools.org/e-_flyers
http://wausauschools.org/parents/parent_student_handbook/english


 

 
 
 
 

 
Curriculum corner 

We wrapped up our City Mouse, Country Mouse  
unit on March 4.  We begin our new unit,  
The Tug of War, on March 8. 

 

‘I can’ 
I CAN:  tell a story in order 
             tell if a word starts the same as my name 
             clap the syllables in a word 
             say the letters in my name 
             name the colors gray and brown 
             follow an arrow 
             show long and short 
             name a rectangle 
             put 3 objects in order from long to short 
             repeat the “B” and “R” sounds 
             say the nursery rhymes “Rub a Dub-Dub,”  
             and “Hickory Dickory Dock” with my teacher 
  

 

Targeted Vocabulary 

I can use and say these words: city, country, cozy 

Social/Emotional ‘I can’  

I can figure out if I followed the rules during 
my classroom activities.  

___________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
Mark your calendars 

 

For 4K students at all sites 

Reminder:  No classes on Fridays  
         Mar. 29 - April 2  - Spring Break - No Classes 
          Mar. 8 - April  2 - Virtual Family Fun Night:  
                               The March Moon 

 
 

 
FYI 

When families and schools work together, we provide 
the best education possible for our children! 

Read together every day.  
❖ Read to your child every day. Make this a warm and 

loving time when the two of you can cuddle close.  
❖ Give everything a name.  

➢ Build your child’s vocabulary by talking about  
interesting words. For example, “Look at that  
airplane? Those are the wings of the plane. Why do  

you think we call them wings?”  
❖ Say how much you enjoy reading.  

➢ Tell your child how much you enjoy reading 
with him or her. Talk about “story time” as the 
favorite part of your day.  

❖ Read with fun in your voice.  
➢ Read to your child with humor and 

expression. Use different voices. Ham it up!  
❖ Be interactive.  

➢ Discuss what’s happening in the book, point out  
things on the page, and ask questions.  

❖ Read it again and again.  
➢ Go ahead and read your child’s favorite book 

for the 100thtime!  
❖ Talk about writing, too.  

➢ Mention to your child how we read from left 
to right and how words are separated by 

spaces.  
❖ Point out print everywhere.  

➢ Talk about the written words you see in the world  
around you. See if he can read “McDonalds”. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Students at Thomas Jefferson are having a blast this 
year! They are working hard on…. 
 

● Counting 
● Sorting objects by size 
● Creating mice out of different shapes 
● Making snakes (small, medium, & big) 
● Assembling puzzles 
● Recognizing letters 
● Making friends 
● Creating AB patterns 
● Making letter sounds 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

4K Family Night 

 

Please join us for a virtual family fun night. 

 

Time: family time (when it works best for your family) 

Date: any day between  

March 8th and April 2nd 

Where: the comfort of your own home 

 

The March Moon 

 

Click the link to hear the story: 

https://youtu.be/LUu52-Uq2wM 

● Listen to Ms. Laura read the story of 

Kitten’s First Full Moon 

● Learn a song about the Earth, moon, and 

sun 

● Participate in a fun activity you can do with your 

family, watching the moon! 

● Click on the link for activity sheets. 

Family Fun Night Activities 

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/LUu52-Uq2wM
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1P1-Y5s9zJb5ySb5bMsNY9rRTaNnqaNw2?usp=sharing


 

On April 6, voters in the Wausau School District will have the opportunity to vote on 2 
referendum questions.  Question #1 would add 36 additional Pupil Services staff and 
Question #2 would make upgrades to ALL of our schools for NO tax increase.  

You can learn more about the referendum, and get any questions answered by attending our 
first informational presentation on March 9 at 6 p.m. at the Wausau East High School. 
In the meantime, learn more here https://wausau.referendumfacts.org/ 

Remember to vote on April 6! 
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  Five little monkeys jumping on the bed.  

One fell off and bumped his head.  

Mamma called the doctor,  

and the doctor said,  

No more monkeys jumping on the bed!  

Four little monkeys jumping on the bed.  

One fell off and bumped his head.  

Mamma called the doctor,  

and the doctor said,  

No more monkeys jumping on the bed!  

Three little monkeys jumping on the bed.  

One fell off and bumped his head.  

Mamma called the doctor,  

and the doctor said,  

No more monkeys jumping on the bed.  

Two little monkeys jumping on the bed  

One fell off and bumped his head  

Mamma called the doctor,  

And the doctor said,  

No more monkeys jumping on the bed!  

 

One little monkey jumping on the bed.  

      He fell off and bumped his head.  

      Mamma called the doctor,  

      and the doctor said,  

      Put those monkeys right to bed! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Five little monkeys swinging 
from a tree saying Mr. 
Alligator “can’t catch me!” 
Along came an alligator, 
quiet as can be and snapped 
that monkey right out of the 
tree!  

Four little monkeys swinging 
from a tree saying Mr. 

Alligator “can’t catch me!” 
Along came an alligator, 

quiet as can be and snapped 
that monkey right out of the 

tree!  

Three little monkeys 
swinging from a tree saying 

Mr. Alligator “can’t catch 
me!” Along came an 

alligator, quiet as can be and 
snapped that monkey right 

out of the tree!  

Two little monkeys swinging 
from a tree saying Mr. 

Alligator “can’t catch me!” 
Along came an alligator, 

quiet as can be and snapped 
that monkey right out of the 

tree!  

One little monkey swinging 
from a tree saying Mr. 

Alligator “can’t catch me!” 
Along came an alligator, 

quiet as can be and snapped 
that monkey right out of the 

tree! 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


